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Media Bias and Propaganda
Officials Change Asylum Rules to Ensure Quick Deportation of Economic Migrants. Breitbart
‘Criminals?’ Hardly. That’s who the Caravan Flees. New York Times
Trump: Caravan migrants are 'wasting their time.' Fox News
Introduction
Media bias and propaganda have taken an upward shift in the USA. Media houses that express more partisan articles and information have been seeing to realize more ratings and profits.  The USA has just concluded its 2018 midterms and the country has witnessed one of the most partisan elections yet. The election was marred by partisan media reporting especially on the issue of the migrant caravan approaching the southern border. The Republicans face the issue from a conservative point of view in that many of them are opposed to immigration. They argue that most of the immigrants are not good for national security. The Democrats on the other side argue for sensible asylum seekers who are feeling oppression and harsh economic conditions. Most of the media houses depending on their political affiliation report the news and publish articles that support their perspective.
What assumptions do you make about these articles before reading them? How is your mind already “at work”?
Partisan bias and political motivation
The very first assumption that comes to the mind before reading these articles is their inclination to partisan political views. For example in the current united states, the two major political parties rally as conservatives or progressives. The conservative wing which is primarily the Republican Party argues majorly against immigration. They do not like the influx of people from other countries coming to alter the economic, political and social complexity of the United States. On this angle, the Republicans and other conservatives will oppose immigration in various ways regardless of the moral and social rationale that immigration may have. Before reading the articles I assume that the articles published by Breitbart and Fox News will deliver an anti-immigrant rhetoric while the one published by the New York Times will offer a rational view for the acceptance of asylum seekers who are fleeing extreme conditions in their countries. These articles were published at around the midterm election period. Most of the articles are meant to sway voters to desired directions by convincing them to develop certain views.
What evidence of bias can you find in the articles selected? *What is the point of view expressed (if there is one) by the article?
The three articles address immigration on the specific topic of a migrant caravan moving towards the southern border of the United States. Each media outlet publishes an article that favors its point of reason in the whole issue of immigration. The specific spotted biases are outlined below with each article treated separately.
Breitbart Article
The Breitbart article outlines the current administration’s efforts to limit the flow of immigrants into the United States. Breitbart is a conservative media outlet that publishes ideas majorly associated with the Republican Party. The media outlet is biased in that all its reporting on the caravan are meant to ensure that all the asylum seekers are not granted space. It issues its consumers' information that they may be willing to consume. Information that the government is working overboard to limit entry into the country via immigration. The article outlines the government’s motive to deport immigrants faster without necessarily passing them through the normal due process. Based on their worries, the conservative wing of the country enjoys reading such information. It is, therefore, a positive business venture to approach immigration form a repel pinto of view.
Fox News Article
The fox new article reiterates the president’s opinion that the migrants are wasting their time since they will not be granted asylum into the United States. The president has recently made a controversial move by sending US troops to the southern border to prevent a caravan that is said to be two months away from reaching the southern border. The deployment of US troops has been considered a political move from the president in a bid to rally support from his base in the midterms. By fox news reiterating this opinion, they express their bias of anti-immigration. They offer information that suits their consumers’ ears and intentionally eliminate very serious humanitarian concerns. 
New York Times article
The New York Times which is considered a liberal media outlet is not necessarily biased in that it outlines the dangers that the immigrants are facing in their countries of origin while intentionally refusing to outline potential dangers of criminal elements within such groups. However, the article from the New York Times is more informed and focused on the truth more than the first two articles from the conservative media outlets.
How do the stories favor privileged views?
These stories are meant to massage the views of Americans who have partisan leanings and if possible swing those with centrist ideas to adopt one side based on what resonates with them. The media has become a partisan tool in the recent past. Media houses have formed bases that are majorly attached to political opinions. The media houses repeatedly tell their views what they want them to hear. After some time, these opinions develop and stick in the minds of the audience giving them lasting impressions. The bias that develops from this partisan direction makes it hard to know the truth in the nation. The media should, however, understand that attaching opinions to news events can be overdone thus creating a web of confusion. The truth can be distorted and weaponized to drive partisan biases through the fabric of society. In the end, this will be detrimental the survival of a democracy that has been built on the freedom of speech as its very first great idea. 
What is a peer-reviewed source? What peer-reviewed sources did you find that helped in thinking critically about your issue?
A peer-reviewed source is a scholarly or reference journal that has passed through a review panel of professionals in a certain subject of interest and published in a recognized pool of knowledge relevant for research activities.
Prat, A. (2018). Media power. Journal of Political Economy, 126(4), 1747-1783.
Faris, R., Roberts, H., Etling, B., Bourassa, N., Zuckerman, E., & Benkler, Y. (2017). Partisanship, propaganda, and disinformation: Online media and the 2016 US presidential election.
Conclusion
The nature of the media in the 21st century may be detrimental to the nature of American society in the long run. Americans have politicized the median and made the run to ratings as a partisan tool. The media outlets fail to consider bipartisan news because they don’t drive the necessary agitation and of course ratings required to make more profits. What began as a drive to diversify various American voices has to lead to a tool of greed used by rich media owners to increase profits. Media bias and propaganda is a reality I the United States and its solution may not be found soon. However, everyone should make an effort to report the truth rather than twist it for partisan gain.
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